Introduction ..
Traditional China was a male-centered society. The Confucian scholars taught respect for one's ancestors and laid great emphasis on the continuity of the family line. They viewed the social order as dependent on harmonious family relationships, which in turn were built upon the hierarchies of age and sex roles. Thus, women were subjected to a life-long social discrimination and destined to play only subordinate and supportive roles to the men. It was not until the 1920s that the so-called emancipation of women began; and since the Communist revolution of 1949, many drastic changes have been brought about in their lives by the government. Today, the women in China enjoy far-reaching privileges; their political, social and economic statuses have been elevated to heights which can perhaps only be surpassed by those of the women in Soviet Russia and some countries in northern Europe.
Even though the political and economic life of Hong Kong is so closely linked to China, its social and cultural life is conspicuously isolated from that of the Mainland. Compared to the experience of the women in China, the female population in Hong Kong have gone through changes to a far less extent. In Hong Kong, the political and ideological factors have had very little role to play in raising the statuses of women, whereas the economic factor has been the major cause of change, with educational achievement and demographic trends playing supporting roles. This paper will focus on the changes in the family, social and economic statuses of women in Hong Kong during the past decade. An attempt will be made to analyse the various forms of marriage existent in the colony prior to the 1970 Marriage Reform Ordinance. Statistical analysis of the patterns of female economic participation, educational achievement and demographic changes will be based mainly on the 1961 Census (the first census taken after the War) and the preliminary published tables of the 1971 Census. Other sources based on both official and unofficial data will provide further insight into the working conditions, employment opportunities, etc., for Hong Kong's female workers, thus underlining the'survival of certain discriminatory measures and practices based on sex today.
I1. The Marriage Institution and the Marriage Reform Ordinance 1970
In accordance with the British policy of preserving traditional Chinese customs and practices, several different forms of marriage have been practised in Hong Kong since the beginning of its colonial history. As affecting the majority of the local residents, there are the traditional or "Chinese customary marriages", the so-called a. system of marriage and divorce by mutual consent. However, concubinage was tolerated under the Nationalist law. It was still possible for the husband to take a concubine or several concubines without infringing the law, provided that his wife connived with him in the act or condoned it afterwards. The concubine(s) would then be treated as member(s) of the family (and not as secondary wives) in the eyes of the law. In Hong Kong, some men have taken concubines even though they have _ previously contracted modern marriages.
The extent of concubinage in Hong Kong is very difficult to determine. It was probably never too wide-spread, mainly because of the fact that only the rich families could afford to maintain a large household, including secondary wives and their children. -Even among the traditional families in the New Territories, con-
